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daughter of the Due de GKiiche and granddaughter
of Madame de Polignac. Lord Ossulston was there, in
love with Madlle. de Grammont, who has accepted his
proposals ; but Lord Tankerville will not consent, and
though much in love, Lord Ossulston has not yet brought
himself to marry without his father's approbation.
However, it is thought that.Lord Tankerville may re-
lent and that the novel will end happily. I sat by the
Duchess and am extremely feU in this new or rather
old-renewed society. The Duchess looks much better
than for some years past; clearer skin, and her eye not
so great a dissight. It is a pity she has faults and
blemishes, for Nature meant her to be good and
pleasing. The Duke sat an immoderate time after
dinner. When the ladies retired, he had the table
shortened and seemed to set in for it. I should have
mentioned Macdowal of Castle Temple, the mirror of
bon-vivants and ruler of White's, &c. &c. at the bottom
of the table.

4 This preparation for jollity, however, proved no
extraordinary gaiety, and we should have been very
humdrum without Lord Holland, who talks a great deal
and always pleasantly. We sat till eleven, then went
to the ladies till half-past twelve ; got to Holland
House at one ; supped, and to bed at two. I dine at
Holland House again to-day to meet the Melbournes,
and Baron Strogonoff, the new Eussian Ambassador to
Spain. Homer and Elliot accompany me to Kensing-
ton. I sleep there, and have Frere's room assigned
to me as a regular thing.'